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freedom not just here at home but
abroad. Take the time to learn Amer-
ica, indeed, will surmount this latest
crisis.

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PENCE). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentleman from California
(Mr. DOOLITTLE) is recognized for 5
minutes.

(Mr. DOOLITTLE addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

f

AMERICA’S RESPONSE TO
TERRORIST ATTACK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Connecticut (Mr. LARSON)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr.
Speaker, the events of this past week
clearly have brought this Nation to-
gether. And listening to my colleagues
step forward and address the body
today, I cannot help but reflect on the
events of this past week, in so many
ways surreal in terms of the stunning
manner and catastrophic fashion in
which they unfolded before us: the ab-
solute horror, the unbelievable human
sacrifice, the unbelievable human ef-
fort and heroism that took place. Even
the elements themselves, happening
during otherwise sunny and beautiful
days, and then just proceeding to our
Cathedral in a mist of rain to mourn
and pray only entering out to the sun-
shine.

As a Nation, we mourn our innocent
victims, our valiant heroes, our men
and women who wear the uniform who
have perished. It is a time of shared
pain and prayer and a reaching out
with acts of kindness that comfort and
console. It is a time that the Nation, as
we have seen all across this great coun-
try of ours, rolls up its sleeves and
comes together. It volunteers. It gives
blood. It provides its brawn to continue
the efforts to dig out, to recover, to re-
build, and take heart in what binds us
all in this country: our love of freedom,
our love of this Nation, our deep and
abiding love of one another.

This is also a time of grim resolve.
Shortly, we will be voting on granting
war powers and stand united behind
President Bush and sound forth the
trumpet that shall never call retreat.
There can be no quarter given to the
cowards who perpetrate acts of evil
against innocent people. For these cow-
ards, the wrath of a just and free peo-
ple will be severe. Our resolve is to fer-
ret out the perpetrators, wherever they
may be, and provide them no place to
hide; with the further resolve that any
Nation that seeks to harbor them, as
the President has indicated earlier this
week, we will make no distinction.

And while there must be no mistake
about our resolve, let there also be no
mistake about the manner in which we
measure the actions we will take and
direct our efforts at terrorists and not
at the innocent.

God bless America.
f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)D

f

IN FULL SUPPORT OF PRESIDENT
BUSH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts (Mr. NEAL)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. NEAL of Massachusetts. Mr.
Speaker, I have, as a Member of this
body, not been one who frequently
seeks the microphone or comes to this
well of the House on any and all topics.
Instead, I have attempted many times
to offer measured comments here based
upon what I feel strongly about.

Last Wednesday evening, at about
11:10 p.m., I came to the well of this
House, like so many Members of this
institution, to state my outrage over
what had happened on Tuesday morn-
ing beginning at about 8:45. I pledged
on that occasion my support for Presi-
dent Bush during this national crisis;
and at this grave moment in our his-
tory, I think I at that time spoke for
all Americans when I said we stood to-
gether in support of our commander in
chief just as we did on behalf of those
brave firemen, policemen and police-
women, and the citizenry of New York
and Washington, D.C., and our military
forces as well.

I call attention to that simply to
point out that in the strongest possible
terms I condemned the unimaginable
and unprecedented terrorist attacks
that had taken place in New York City
and Washington, D.C. on that morning.
In the wonderful epic that de
Tocqueville wrote, simply entitled
‘‘America,’’ he asked what it was that
had set the American people apart
from the rest of the world. And he sug-
gested, after having difficulty coming
up with a term, it was simply a habit
of the heart.

In what has represented the most se-
rious act of aggression on American
soil, a nameless and faceless enemy
launched an assault on the very foun-
dation of our society and, indeed, upon
the manner in which we live. There is
no body in America that is more rep-
resentative than this institution of its
people. It was my belief then and my
belief now, as I had rallied to President
Bush, Sr.’s support, President Clinton’s
support in perilous moments, now the
consistent thing to do would be to sup-
port President Bush, the Republican
and Democratic leadership in this in-
stitution, as we sought and continue to
seek to reassure the American people
about events of the last few days and,
indeed, just as importantly, over
events of the next few weeks, months,
and, I frankly believe, years.

These are moments when we come to
the conclusion that old quotation that
America offers unity without uni-
formity; free to be of different back-
grounds and religions and persuasions
and hold strong and differing political
views. But on occasions like this we
stand firm in our resolve to support
our President and the brave men and
women of the United States Armed
Forces as they prepare, with our sup-
port, a clear and decisive response
against those who perpetrated these
unspeakable acts.

Those are the comments that I of-
fered on Wednesday night, and there is
nothing that has happened during
these 48 hours that would have caused
me to change my mind. Indeed, my re-
solve, like the resolve of the American
people, as we have witnessed this hor-
ror, has only been stiffened. And I
would suggest that all Americans, re-
gardless of political philosophy, polit-
ical party, or political persuasion in-
tend to stand shoulder to shoulder in
our effort to seek out those who would
cause such destruction, anguish, and
pain upon a free people.

There will be plenty of time in weeks
and months and years again down the
road to review the decisions that we
have made during these days; but let
no one mistake the resolve that I feel
as a Member of this body, or as a cit-
izen of this Nation, or those who stand
with me in this institution in our sup-
port of President Bush and, again, our
military as we seek answers across the
globe.

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Colorado (Mr. TANCREDO)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. TANCREDO addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. NORWOOD) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. NORWOOD addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. WELDON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. WELDON of Florida addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

f

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12 of rule I, the Chair de-
clares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 3 o’clock and 11 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess
subject to the call of the Chair.
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